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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
COMMITTEE SEEKS MEMBER INPUT,
EXPERIENCE
ASBMT leaders are assembling a
Committee on Emergency Prepared-
ness to develop guidelines for trans-
plant centers to handle localized
emergencies and natural disasters.
The chair will be ASBMT Past-Presi-
dent John Wingard, MD, who is
based in Florida and has recent first-
hand experience coping with the un-
expected, as three hurricanes have
swept the state this year.
“The idea of developing BMT cen-
ter emergency guidelines originally
was focused on infectious diseases,
such as the influenza pandemic of
1918 that killed more than 30 million
people,” said ASBMT President Ar-
mand Keating, MD. “But with the se-
ries of hurricanes in the past summer,
Dr. Wingard suggested that the
charge to his committee be ex-
panded to guidelines for any kind of
local emergency or natural disaster.”
Dr. Wingard has said he welcomes
communications from ASBMT mem-
bers who have experience that could
be useful to his committee. He ex-
pects the committee to be examining
factors such as:
● Infection control
● Staffing shortages for inpatient
and outpatient services
● Criteria for determining if certain
staff should be excluded from
patient care
● Provision for staff support (e.g.,
childcare, transportation)
● Stem cell product transportation
and apheresis availability
● Interruption of blood products
for patients in need of transfu-
sion support
● Interruption of transportation of
staff and patients
● Interruption of public sanitation,
potable water, electricity
● Housing
● Shortage of inpatient beds
● Lack of ICU beds
Contact Dr. Wingard at Shands
Hospital at the University of Florida,
BMT Program, P.O. Box 100277,
Gainesville, FL 32610-0277, or by
e-mail at wingajr @ medicine.ufl.
edu.
NIH TO DESIGNATE 3 CENTERS FOR
REGENERATIVE MEDICINE
The National Institutes of Health
has announced plans to designate
three multi-disciplinary “centers of ex-
cellence” for accelerating translational
research in regenerative medicine us-
ing human stem and progenitor cells.
Funding will be up to $1.5 million per
year per center for four years. The
application deadline is March 24,
2005.
The objectives will be (1) an accel-
eration of the latest advances in hu-
man stem cell biology for the devel-
opment of novel diagnostic and (2)
therapeutic uses and pre-clinical stud-
ies employing human stem cells in
animal models of disease.
The program will attempt to close
critical gaps in research that are de-
laying the conversion of new discov-
eries to new therapies and will en-
courage the formation of new,
multidisciplinary teams of scientists
who may not have worked together
in the human stem cell field in the
past. The centers will bring together
basic stem cell biologists, investiga-
tors, and clinicians with disease-spe-
cific expertise; physicians and sur-
geons skilled in novel modes of cell
delivery; and investigators experi-
enced in developing and assessing
animal models of human diseases to
create new research teams.
The PHS 398 application instruc-
tions are posted online at grants.nih.
gov/grants/funding/phs398.html.
FACT WORKSHOPS SCHEDULED FOR
2005 TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
The Foundation for the Accredita-
tion of Cellular Therapy (FACT) will be
conducting two workshops on Feb. 9
in Keystone, Colo.—the day prior to
the opening of the 2005 Tandem
BMT Meetings. The two workshops
are:
● Preparing Your Facility for FACT
Inspection
● FACT Inspector Training
The workshop on preparing for in-
spection will explain the FACT accred-
itation requirements and process, an-
swer commonly asked questions
about accreditation, clarify the inspec-
tion checklist, and assist applicants
and potential applicants in organizing
and preparing their program for an
on-site inspection.
The inspector training course is for
physicians and others interested in
becoming a FACT inspector or who
want refresher training. Category 1
CME credit is provided for both work-
shops.
A brochure with details of these
two workshops, the qualifications for
becoming an inspector and a work-
shop registration form can be re-
quested from the FACT Accreditation
Office at (402) 559-1950.
RECORD EARLY REGISTRATION AND
ABSTRACTS FOR KEYSTONE
The records set at the 2004 Tan-
dem BMT Meetings in Orlando are
not likely to stand for more than a
year.
The 2005 Tandem BMT Meetings
will be held Feb. 10-14 in Keystone,
Colo. As of the mid-October dead-
lines, abstract submissions were up
11% and early registrations up 16%
compared to a year ago.
Registration and housing informa-
tion are online at the ASBMTWeb site,
www.asbmt.org.
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